'Building for Life is not about subscribing to any one particular form of architecture. It's about looking at the design of homes and the environment around our homes that best suits the way we live today.' 
Wayne Hemingway, Building for Life Chair

Building for Life is committed to the quality of new housing development. It is an initiative which promotes design excellence and celebrates best practice in the house building industry

The government’s Sustainable Communities Plan sets out the vision for house building in the 21st century. The design of housing, whether through regeneration or new build, underpins the success or failure of a community. Good quality housing design can lead to a marked improvement in social wellbeing and quality of life by reducing crime, improving public health and easing transport problems as well as increasing property values.

Building for Life aims to improve the quality of English housing by:

· Identifying successful new housing schemes and explaining to industry and decision makers why they work so well and how we can learn from them 

· Identifying the barriers to delivering quality new  housing developments and campaigning to remove them 

· Contributing to the wider understanding of the needs and aspirations of homebuyers and encouraging house builders to create housing that satisfies them.

The Building for Life standard

The Building for Life standard is the national benchmark for well-designed housing and neighborhoods in England.

It is awarded to new housing projects that demonstrate a commitment to high design standards and good place making.  By rewarding builders of the best new developments we celebrate design excellence and best practice.

To submit your scheme for the Building for Life Standard read the criteria and information on how to apply.

The Building for Life team

Home Builders Federation 

The Home Builders Federation (HBF) represents private house builders in England and Wales. The HBF is committed to promoting best practice within the house building industry. It is working in partnership with others to deliver sustainable and commercially realistic solutions to meet Britain's housing needs.

Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment

CABE is the government's advisor on architecture, urban design and public space. CABE help local planners apply national design policy and advise developers and architects, persuading them to put people’s needs first. CABE seek to inspire the public to demand more from their buildings and spaces; advising, influencing and inspiring, CABE work to create well-designed, welcoming places.

Civic Trust

The Civic Trust is dedicated to bringing vitality, sustainability and high quality design to the built environment. It has almost 900 Civic Societies across the country and over 330,000 individual members supporting its work. The Civic Trust raises awareness of the need to create environments which bring out the best in people, celebrates the best places, and expects the highest quality for all communities.

Design for Homes

Design for Homes is a not-for-profit limited company championing the value of good design in the housing industry. Design for Homes co-ordinate the Building for Life standard awards.

English Partnerships

English Partnerships (EP) is the national regeneration agency helping the government to support high quality sustainable growth in England.  English Partnerships’ aim is to achieve high-quality, well-designed, sustainable places for people to live, work and enjoy.

Housing Corporation

The Housing Corporation fund and regulate the provision of social rented affordable homes in England. The Housing Corporation want to improve access to homes people can afford and help create or re-create vibrant, mixed use, mixed tenure developments with excellent community facilities, an attractive public realm, strong local economies and an inclusive environment.

